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Lyra is a 
prom

inent 
constellation in 
the northern 
sky represents 
a harp that 
w

as said to be 
played by the 
legendary G

reek 
m

usician 
O
rpheus.

U
rsa

M
inor represents a sm

all bear and is 
som

etim
es called the L

ittle Dipper. 

U
rsa

M
ajor has a num

ber of different 
nam

es, from
 Bear to Big Dipper, to Plough 

and even W
agon.

Hercules
is 

a
constellation

in 
the northern 
part of the sky 
representing the 
m

ythologicalHer
cules

of G
reek 

m
ythology.
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Canis

M
inor is a 

sm
all 

constellation in 
the northern 
sky. Its nam

e 
m

eans “the 
sm

aller dog” 
represents one 
of the dogs 
follow

ing O
rion, 

the hunter in 
G

reek 
m

ythology.

Canis
M

ajor is 
one of the 
ancient 
constellations 
and is the larger 
of O

rion's tw
o 

hunting dogs. The 
constellation sits 
at the heel of 
it's m

aster O
rion, 

and is next to 
the sm

aller 
constellation of 
Canis

M
inor, The 

L
ittle Dog.

The constellation 
has a clear 
hour-glass shape 
w

ith "O
rion's 

Belt" in the 
center. That 
part is m

ade up 
of three bright 
in line.

In G
reek 

m
ythology, 

Draco 
represents the 
Dragon that 
w

as killed by 
Hercules as one 
of this 12 labors.
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Pegasus is m
ade 

up of m
ore 

than 20 stars, 
but m

ost of 
the tim

e, people 
are only looking 
at the brightest 
stars that 
m

ake up the 
front part of 
his body and his 
head.

Cepheus is one of 
the 17 constellations 
that represents a 
m

ythological 
character 
represents a king

A
ndrom

eda is a 
constellation in the 
northern sky. It is 
nam

ed after the 
princess A

ndrom
eda 

in G
reek m

ythology

In G
reek 

m
ythology, A

quila 
represents an 
Eagle associated 
w

ith the god 
Z
eus. The Eagle 

appears to be 
sw

opping dow
n 

tow
ards 

constellation 
A

quarius
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V

irgo is one of the 48 constellations first 
cataloged by the G

reek astronom
er 

Ptolem
y in the second century. Its nam

e 
m

eans “virgin” in L
atin.

The bull is one of the 
oldest and m

ost 
recognized 
constellations. 
A

ccording to G
reek 

m
ythology, the 

constellation Taurus 
com

m
em

orates the 
god Z

eus changing 
him

self into a 
beautiful w

hite Bull to 
w

in the affections of 
the Phoenician 
princess Europa.

G
em

ini is the 
30th largest 
constellation in 
the sky, 
occupying an 
area of 514 
square degrees.. 
In G

reek 
m

ythology, 
G

em
ini w

as 
associated w

ith 
the m

yth of 
siblings Castor 
and Pollux

The stars that 
m

ake up the 
constellation 
L

ibra w
ere once 

considered part 
of Scorpius. L

ibra 
is L

atin for 
w

eighing scales, 
m

aking it the only 
constellation of 
the Z

odiac 
representing an 
inanim

ate object.
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In 
m

ythology, 
Cancer is 
associated 
w

ith the 
crab in the 
story of 
the Tw

elve 
L

abours
of 

Heracles

The Northern Cross 
is w

hat's know
n as 

an asterism
. In 

other w
ords, it's not 

a constellation but 
sim

ply a noticeable 
pattern of stars.

Perseus 
constellation lies 
in the northern 
sky, next to 
A

ndrom
eda. It 

w
as nam

ed 
after the
hero Perseus
in G

reek 
m

ythology. 
Perseus is one of 
the larger 
northern 
constellations.

The constellation CO
M

A
 BERENICES 

represents the beautiful hair of Q
ueen 

Berenice of Egypt. She w
as so concerned 

for the safety of her husband Ptolem
y 

III w
hen he w

ent off to w
ar, that she 

vow
ed to cut off her glorious long hair as 

a sacrifice to V
enus, should he be spared.
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